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PDF, the Portable Document Format, is a standard created by Adobe for circulating formatted documents over the web. Using Acrobat Reader or some other PDF reader (I like Foxit Reader, which opens much faster than Acrobat Reader and seems to work just as well), the recipient views your document exactly as it appeared on your screen and as it would appear if you had printed it out. In fact, PDF is essentially a digital representation of the file your computer sends your printer.

Several free programs have appeared in the last couple years that take advantage of the relationship between the PDF format and printing.  These programs install a virtual printer on your PC, allowing you to “print” to a PDF file instead of to a physical paper-based printer. All you have to do is select “Print”, and when the print dialog opens, select your PDF printer from the drop-down menu. A save-file box will open, allowing you to select a folder and a name for your PDF; when you hit “Save” the file will be saved as a perfectly formatted PDF file.

There are dozens of free programs to create PDFs. I recommend PDF Forge’s PDF Creator because it’s open source (meaning nobody “owns” the code and anyone can develop it further or modify it) and works well. To edit PDF files directly, you have to use commercial software like Adobe Acrobat, which costs several hundred dollars — instead, make sure you keep your source files (the original word processor file) and make any changes in them. Then, simply generate a new PDF for free.
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						AGC says:		

		
		
			May 22, 2008 at 7:14 pm		


		You neglected to mention that this is built in (after a quick download) to Word 2007.


		
				

		
	
				
				
						Dustin says:		

		
		
			May 23, 2008 at 7:57 am		


		AGC: I didn’t neglect it, but I didn’t include it, that’s true. Since Word’s “Save as PDF” function only works with Word (Or other Office 2007 apps, I think), it doesn’t work for any document.

That said, it’s a really nice touch, though funny how they added that functionality after third-parties like PDF Creator had made it super-easy to create PDFs, often for free. I should also mention that OpenOffice.org also offers the ability to save as PDF, and it’s free.
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							Elyse says:

							Thank you so much for your review and solution for the...

							
						


				
	
					
												
							
															
						

												
						
												
							Dan says:

							Makes me want to start drawing again.

							
						


				
	
					
												
							
															
						

												
						
												
							Gil Strangways says:

							Too bad General's has just recently stopped making this pencil as...

							
						


				
	
					
												
							
															
						

												
						
												
							Dustin Wax says:

							Mary: When I first got the pen and had such a...
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							I'm glad someone beside me still HAS an RSS reader! :-)...
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